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MACCLESFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 

INTERIM  REPORT  ON  THE  HEALTH  AND  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  THE  DISTRICT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31ST  DECEMBER,'  1944, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Macclesfield  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr*  Chairman,  Mrs  Armitage  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1944  is  still  issued  in  the  curtailed 
form  as  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  general  health  standards  of  the  district  appear  to  have  been 
maintained,  and  there  are  no  particular  items  which  call  for  special 
observations. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  kindly  help  which  I  have 
received  from  the  Council  and  the  members  of  your  staff  during  the  past 
year. 


SECTOR  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  customary  notes  on  social  conditions  are  not  requested  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  the  year,  ended  31st  Dcc-Yoer,  1944, 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Estimated  population  of  Macclesfield  Rural  District  «  18,220. 


Births. 


Total 

Male 

Female 

(Legitimate  ...  ... 

.  .  .  261 

126 

135 

Live  Births  ( 

(illegitimate  ...  ... 

...  10 

6 

4 

Total 

271 

132 

139 

(Legitimate  . 

...  6 

3 

3 

Still  Births  ( 

(Illegitimate  ...  ... 

...  0 

0 

0 

Total 

6 

3 

3 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population 

Mid-  1944  -  14.87 

This  compares  with  a  rate  of  17.6  per  1,000  of  the  population  of 
England  and  Wales. 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  -  21.6 
Infantile  Mortality 

The  total  number  of  deaths  is  shown  as  follows s- 

Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10  6  4 

Illeg l timate  .»»  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  1  9 
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This  gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  40.6  per  1,000  live  births. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  -  38.3 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  -  100. 

Deaths  Total  Male  Female 

Deaths  ...  ...  • . .  •••  •••  •••  •••  216  121  95 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  -  11*8 

This  compares  with  a  death  rate  of  11*6  per  1,000  of  the  population 
of  England  and  Y/ales. 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  all  causes  within  the 
district  during  the  past  year?- 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers. .......... 

.  0 

0 

0 

Cerebro- spinal  Fever . . 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever. . . . 

.  0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough. . . . . 

.  0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria, . . 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System....... 

.  8 

1 

9 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis . . . 

.  1 

0 

1 

Syphilitic  diseases . . . . . 

.  0 

0 

0 

Influenza, . . 

.  0 

2 

2 

Hpa  sifts . . . 

.  0 

0 

0 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis..... 

.  0 

0 

0 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis . . 

.  0 

0 

0 

Cancer  of  buc^  cavs  &  aesophs  (M) ,  uterus 

(F).... 

2 

4 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum . 

5 

6 

Cancer  of  breast . . 

.  0 

4 

4 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites . . 

10 

22 

Diahp+.p  s . . . . . . 

.  0 

2 

2 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions . . 

10 

20 

Heart  disease . . . . 

32 

65 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system..... 

0 

7 

Bronchitis. . . . . . 

.  5 

6 

11 

Pneumonia. . . . . 

.  3 

1 

4 

Other  respiratory  diseases........ . 

0 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum . 

0 

2 

Diarrhoe  under  2  years . . 

0 

0 

Appendicitis. . . . . . . . . . 

0 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases . . 

2 

5 

Neohritis. ........... ............. ....... 

.  5 

2 

7 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis . . 

0 

0 

Other  maternal  causes . . . . 

.  0 

0 

0 

Premature  birth . . 

3 

4 

Congenital  Malformation, birth  inj., infant 

dis. . . 

.  4 

2 

6 

Sin’  on  dp. . . . . . 

.  0 

0 

0 

Road  Traffic  Accident . . . 

0 

2 

Other  violent  causes . 

2 

7 

All  other  cause  s.  . . . 

9 

22 

Total 

i  fmmmrnm  -  — - - --  -  *»  ■■■■  - 

121 

95 

216 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  and  Maternal  Cause s? 

Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  maternal  causes 

Total 


Number  of  Deaths 

0 

0 

0  ~ 


4 
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The  Maternal  Mortality  is  0  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 

There  was  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year  which 
requires  comment,  and  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  occupation  having 
a  prejudicial  effect  on  health. 


SECTION  B 

PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
There  has  been  no  alteration  in  these  services  since  the  last  Report. 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


V/ater  Supplies . 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity . 

Nineteen  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination.  Fourteen  of  which  were  satisfactory  and  five 
affecting  private  pump-wells  were  unsatisfactory. 

There  are  no  piped  supplies  of  water  in  the  area  liable  to  plumbo- 
solvent  action. 

No  public  supplies  were  found  to  be  contaminated  as  a  result  of  analysi 

Of  the  5,600  dwelling-houses  in  the  area  4,160  have  piped  supplies 
direct  to  the  houses  representing  a  population  of  14,560. 

Forty  are  supplied  by  a  stand-pipe  representing  a  population  of 
approximately  140. 

The  extension  to  public  water  mains  during  the  year  was  3,378  lineal 
yards,  in  the  parishes  of  Bosley  and  Over  Alderley. 

Drainage  and  Be we rage. 

There  were  no  extensions  made  to  the  public  sewers  during  the  past  year 

Two  districts  badly  in  need  of  sewerage  systems  are  the  Langley  area 
of  Sutton,  and  the  Knutsford  Road  area  of  Chorley  and  Great  Warford,  these 
having  been  referred  to  in  previous  Annual  Reports  since  1937. 

Discussions  with  interested  adjacent  authorities  are  now  taking  place 
regarding  main  systems  of  sewers  in  the  Chorley  and  Great  Warford  areas. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  Council's  House  Refuse  Collecting  Service  includes  the  whole  or 
parts  of  19  townships  in  the  area. 

Refuse  Tips. 

The  number  of  refuse  tips  are  nine,  and  there  are  two  full  time  men 
engaged  on  their  control. 


SECTION  D 

The  customary  table  of  activities  under  the  Housing  Acts  is  omitted. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  formal 
notices  were  served  under  Housing  Acts,  requiring 
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repairs  and  which  were  rendered  fit  by  owhers  after 

service  of  such  formal  Notices.... . .  10 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

under  the  Public  Health  Acts  were  served  requiring.. 

defects  to  be  remedied  and  which  were  complied  with.  20 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made . . .  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  9  (including  houses  under 

Demolition  Orders  prior  to  1942)............ .  Nil 

Informal  Notices  served  affecting  housing  defects...  33 

SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  MILK . 

Number  of  registered  premises  under  Milk  &  Dairies 

Act,  1915  and  Milk  &  Dairies  Order,  1936 . . .  635 

Number  on  Accredited  Milk  Roll. . .  283 

Number  of  Tuberculin-Tested  Milk  Producers..........  8 

Structural  improvements  were  effected  at  four  registered  premises. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Number  of  Licenced  slaughter-houses. .  8 

Slaughter-houses  are  not  being  used  at  the  present  owing  to  the 
centralised  slaughtering  of  the  Ministry  of  Food, 

The  total  weight  of  unsound  meat  condemned  during  the  year  was  1  Ton 
10  Cwts.  3  quarters. 

OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  quantity  of  other  food  was  condemned  as  being  unfit  for 
food  by  reasons  of  their  damaged  or  putrefactive  conditions- 

Fish  -  2  tins. 


continued  on  next  page. 
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SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


YEAR , 1944 . 

Disease 

Total  cases 
notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Total 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

67 

56 

0 

Diphtheria 

6 

6 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

43 

0 

! 

0 

Measles 

32 

0 

Pneumonia 

12 

0 

4 

Erysipelas 

7 

4 

0 

Dy sentery 

1 

0 

0 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

2 

1  ■  ’ 

2 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

1 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
.!  _ _ 

0 

0 

Two  of  the  six  cases  of  diphtheria  had  teen  immunised. 


continued  on  next  page. 
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AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Disease 

Under 
1  year 

1- 

2- 

3" 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35-  45- 

65  & 

•  Over 

Scarlet  Fever 

mm 

mm 

3 

3 

2 

30 

23 

2 

- 

4 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

mt 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

2 

mm 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

5 

4 

2 

6 

17 

6 

- 

- 

mm  mm 

- 

Measle  s 

- 

2 

- 

7 

2 

10 

3 

2 

5 

- 

1 

Pne umonia 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

3 

- 

- 

3 

mm  mm- 

3 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

2 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

1 

mm 

- 

— 

- 

1 

- 

mm  mm 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

mm 

- 

1 

mm  mm 

- 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

A  diphtheria  immunisation  scheme  is  in  force  within  the  area3  and 
the  following  table  shows  the  extent  to  which  it  has  been  used  during  the 
year 


Humber  of  children  immunised  -  under  school  age ........ .  46 


Humber  of  children  immunised  -  of  school  age. . .  18 

Total  number  immunised  to  31st  December ,  1944  3  since 
inception  of  the  Scheme  on  1st  May,  1939 . . .  1851. 


The  method  used  was  two  injections  of  Burroughs  Wellcome’ s 
Diphtheria  Prophylactic  A.  p.  T. 


continued  on  next  page. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1944. 


Ages 

New  cases  Deaths 

Respiratory  Non-Re spiratory  Respiratory  Non-Re soirat 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Up  to  1  year 

- 

- 

r  r  J  - 

- 

- 

1-5 

- 

- 

_ 

mm 

1 

- 

5-15 

- 

1 

- 

- 

15  -  25 

1 

2 

mm 

1 

- 

mm 

mm 

25  -  35 

1 

mem 

mm 

- 

1 

- 

— 

- 

35  -  45 

2 

.  '  " 

1 

- 

2 

1 

45  -  55 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  -  65 

4 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

65  and  over 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

8 

3 

1 

- 

8 

1 

1 

-1- 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  their  help  in  the 
compilation  of  this  Report. 


I  beg  to  remain3 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(signed)  A.  C.  GILLIES 3 


Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


f 


ij.  Jo* 


